
7th Grade World History
Lesson #25 April 24, 2020



Essential Question: What do diary entries tell us 
about the purpose of the Portola Expedition and 

Native Americans in California at the time?



DBQ- Document Based Question 

Today we will be completing our 
DBQ that we have been working on 
the past 2 days. 

You will need your lesson from 
Document A and Document B to 
complete today’s lesson. 

Materials needed:



Warm-Up

Directions: Look back over your completed lessons from Part 1 and Part 
2 of the DBQ. On a new piece of paper, create a Top 5 list of things 
that you have noticed or have questions about from you work. 

If you need to refer back to the documents click on the links below:

Document A

Document B

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ECVLiWWR9MEu9-F3KyycoHW9d1hzFK11APIy2ZqqDpU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tn2OHVs96KM5JGuIRPd3Zl-2iV4k6vQC-igVL6NRiog/edit?usp=sharing


Warm-Up
Directions: Look back over your completed lessons from Part 1 and Part 
2 of the DBQ. On a new piece of paper, create a Top 5 list of things 
that you have noticed or have questions about from you work. 

If you need to refer back to the documents click on the links below:

Document A

Document B

My Top 5:

1. The Natives live in a well-developed village. 
2. Both documents refer to the coast.
3. The Natives were friendly to the Spanish. 
4. How did the purpose of the Spanish explorers 

differ in both documents? 
5. Document A mentions people more, while 

Document B focuses on the land. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ECVLiWWR9MEu9-F3KyycoHW9d1hzFK11APIy2ZqqDpU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tn2OHVs96KM5JGuIRPd3Zl-2iV4k6vQC-igVL6NRiog/edit?usp=sharing


Lesson

a. What do these two diary entries tell us about Native Americans in California at the time of the Portola 
Expedition? 
b. What do they tell us about the expedition and the beliefs of the Spanish explorers? 
c. How do the diary entries compare to the image? 
d. Whose perspectives are missing from the documents in this lesson? 
e. The diary entries in this lesson describe two groups of Native Americans. What are possible problems 
with trying to use these documents to understand life for Native Americans across all of California? 
f. What other kinds of sources might we look for to learn more about Native Americans in California? 
g. Where else might we look to learn more about how the Spanish and Native Americans interacted with 
each other?
h. Where else might we look to learn more about the Portola Expedition? 

Directions: On your paper choose 4 of the following questions to answer. This will help you 
reflect on your readings from Document A and B.



Practice Example
Today you will be making a claim using the RACE 
strategy. You will use evidence from the text to support 
your answer. 

Look at these examples of making a claim. One of these 
claims clearly uses evidence to support the claim.

- Michael Jordan is better than Lebron James 
because he is awesome. 

- Michael Jordan is better than Lebron James 
because he’s awesome and his shoes are cool.

- Michael Jordan is better than Lebron James 
because he has won more Championships, Jordan 
has won 6 while Lebron has only won 3.



Practice 
Directions: On your piece of paper, make a claim 
using the RACE strategy to answer the essential 
question. You must use specific evidence from the 
text to support your answer. Make sure to cite which 
document you are getting your information from. Your 
answer should be a minimum of 4 sentences. 

Essential Question: What do diary entries 
tell us about the purpose of the Portola 
Expedition and Native Americans in 
California at the time?



Extension 
Watch this short video to learn more information about the Portola Expedition. 

Portola Expedition Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LiMiLegWhg

